Fossil decapod cuticle has received little systematic study. The purpose of the present note is to survey the cuticle architecture of eleven extant decapod crabs arrayed within ten families, and to develop a classification scheme of cuticle types suitable for describing fossil and Recent decapod cuticle morphology.
Introduction
Cuticle and taxonomy Microstructure of skeletal elements provides a new dimension to the interpretation of fossil material previously described only in a macro-morphological manner. Recent work with brachiopods and bivalves has successfully used microstructure to solve taxonomic problems (Schneider & Carter 2001; Tschudin 2001; Williams & Holmer, 2002) .
Initial examination of decapod cuticle microstructure has shown considerable variation that has important implications for systematic paleontology (Waugh & Feldmann 2002, work under (Schweitzer & Feldmann 2000; Schweitzer, 2003 
